The African taxa of the genus Chionoloma Dixon are revised. Eleven taxa are proposed as new synonyms. Only one taxon is recognized: Chionoloma bombayense (Müll.Hal.) P.Sollm.
Introduction
Some years ago, I published a partial revision of the genus Pseudosymblepharis Broth. in Asia (Sollman, 2000) . This genus is now treated as a synonym of Chionoloma Dixon (Sollman, 2001) .
During identification work on African material, I came across essentially the same variation patterns as described for the Asian material (Sollman, 2000) , and so that discussion of variable characters, description, habitat and others is not repeated here. This paper should be read in connection with the Pseudosymblepharis revision (Sollman, 2000) .
All author citations in botanical names follow Brummitt and Powell (1992) .
Material and Methods
In total, about 350 herbarium collections of Chionoloma from Africa were studied microscopically. All the material was filed and if necessary annotated. Many specimens were studied from the herbaria at BR, EGR and L.
Selected collections also were examined from several other herbaria: BM, DUIS, GRO, H, and PC. Material was also identified from the following private herbaria: G. Een, N.G. Hodgetts, G. and S. Miehe, F. Müller, B.J. O'Shea, R.D. Porley, K. Wesche, M. Wigginton, B.O. van Zanten.
The African taxa described in the genera Oxystegus (Limpr.) Hilp., Tortella (Lindb.) Limpr., Trichostomum Bruch and also some of Barbula Hedw., were also checked as it was possible that at least some of them could belong to Chionoloma.
The same low percentage (ca 7%) of fruiting plants were seen in the African material (compare Sollman, 2000: 130) .
Taxonomy
The following names are proposed as new synonyms of Chionoloma bombayense (Müll.Hal.) P.Sollm. The taxa are placed in chronological order of the original publications.
Sollman
Chionoloma bombayense (Müll.Hal.) P.Sollm., Trop. Bryol. 20: 139. 2001 Sim (1926) and Magill (1981) In the moss flora of Southern Africa (Magill, 1981: p. 256 (text) and p. 257 (plate 11-18)), the linear leaf facies of Tortella xanthocarpa is discussed and illustrated. The text and plate here are likely to refer to Chionoloma bombayense, judging from the plate only. (The short leaved specimens are the true Tortella xanthocarpa.)
Note 2. Gymnostomum fragilifolium Dixon in Sim, Trans. R. Soc. S. Afr. 15: 246, 1926, nom. nud. I have not seen any material bearing this name. This taxon was treated by Wijk et al. (1959 Wijk et al. ( -1969 5: 665) as Trichostomum rhodesiae Broth. The latter taxon is treated here as Chionoloma bombayense.
Note 3. Trichostomum corticicola (Renauld & Cardot) Cardot in Grandid., Hist. Madag. 39: 203, 1915 , var. brevifolium Cardot in Grandid.: 39: 293, 1915 I have not seen any collection bearing this name. However, the type material of Ptychomitrium soulae in Hb. PC, Hb. J. Cardot (see above) contains a written note on the var. brevifolium Cardot, which is unfortunately illegible. The type material of Ptychomitrium soulae Müll.Hal., also has a glued sticker on the back side of the packet: "Oxystegus soulae", and Index Muscorum (Wijk et al., 1959 (Wijk et al., -1969 
Smaller states of Chionoloma bombayense are especially difficult to separate from Trichostomum tenuirostre. For the differences between the two taxa see especially : Sollman (2000: 142) .
Geographical distribution in Africa
The countries are listed in alphabetical order. The total number of studied collections is given in parentheses. Cameroon (1); Central African Republic (2); Comoros (17); Ethiopia (10); Guinea (5); Ivory Coast (1); Lesotho (3); Kenya (13); Madagascar (21); Malawi (82); Republic of South Africa (24); Réunion (26); Rwanda (5); Sierra Leone (1); Tanzania (67); Uganda (48); D.R. Congo (Zaire) (28); Zimbabwe (5).
